A wedding invitation can be ...

a chance for couples to express who they are.
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A wedding invitation can be a means of unigque
revelation—a chance for couples to express who
they are, introduce their "‘3i.t|_niﬁ|.'u|11 other™ to dis-
tant family and friencds, and hing ar the ceremaony
amd celeheation s conse,

"Everyone wants to fell you it's the brides day,
bt in vy apaneen iUs aboait e guests,” s B ide-
to-be Kara Coomey. “You want them o seceive
sormsellving that says, 'Come, celebrate with us, and
b excived about doing so.™

For many brides, the liwitation is about personal-
ization, and the black ink on cream-colored gaper
that mom ussd for her nupials does’t kit the right
ke, " When vou're getting mareied, there isa lot of
pressure 1o sty traditional, but brides should be ahle
Tk EXpress their individualivy” sops Allison Rianssey,
another soon-to-be bride.

This means working with designers 1o creare
wnigue invitations that reflect the couple’s personal-
ity and interests in innovative ways, Creative fonls,
kright colors, graphics, and even charms and rib-
bons can be wsed to create invitations thal are at
e elepgant and nontraditional, Forget engraving
letterparess printing in wouswal colors is in. Clients
who want to update the traditional fla, Lyered cord
are using faux papers such as suede and wood

grabi, sivs Elyse Rotonde of The Scarlett Letter, o
Fliode Islumd-ased invitation designer.
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Invitatioms are now park of the tolal packspe,
with brides using a similar beok for all their wed-
ding stationery, from save-the-date cards through
thank-you nodes, Conternporary brides want design
consistency throughout their wedding i celor,
pratteris, and e,

Far their fall wedding, for example, Rumsey and
Ter flansce, Clristian lagquser, win kel wiily Mewpart,
Rhode Tsland design firm Frank & Bella to capture
the feel of the seasen in their invitations, Eech rec
tanpgular letterpress aovdtataon featansd dirk broswn
ink, textured ecru paper and 'I:-u.l;qund}' |.'|'|'.'|.'|-::-|'-L11..
Everything from dresses to flowers was then chosen
to reflect a similar theme,

Stacy Valentise wmd her future lissbamd, Sean
Malane, wanted their invitations o include some-
thiiyg that reflected Scan's Diish heritage. They met
with Karen Bartolomei, owner of Grapevine, an
exclusive invitation design oempany in Haston,
who showwed therm an ancient Celtie love knat. o
avmbol of elernal love and rendsdup,

1% was the |'u_'|:||_'|;l; tit, meade cven more meaning-
ful by trilold invitations that included separae
jrowkets for g shirections sdieel ans espssinse Gind



that included an explonation of the Celtic symbal
The whole package was tied together with delicate
thread and sealed with a custom-desipned pold wax
seal fenturing an impressson of the love knot.

(N |||"\-|!':I ol Ll pvigataion .|:'|:|.|I.I| e hlalognes
to hold & fermal evening wadding with optional
Black wic, and colors from the fnvitation Feappearnca
in bridesmaid’s dresses and table coverings,

Whitle classic rec tangular invitakions remain
|l|||l|:|.l|_ (A |l| des ane l'rl"i:l'.; 14, ||'-\.'.||. with i
dition by selecting gate-tolded cards, hand-stitched
circular cards, amd even tivitations feitii i n il
elements, For Lies]l andd Peter Christie's '.-.'|'||||||'|!',.
Isetled st ths Toweer L Boganie Carden in Heovlatog,
Massachusetts, Grapevine found inspiration in the
location and created booklet-type nvitations, with a
cover ol |5||_'|1|'|.||'I Lirass paper set on o hed of live
mioss, Strings of raki twvine swith small papT Hengers
held the tnvitation together and, breaking with
tradicion, the “envelope” wias actwally an oatmsl-
-\.".Illllll Isgn,

A greal invitation boilds excilement well before
18is '.l\.'\-:'l'.l!ll'!' By ;I|| COLE [ B RN .||'|"q.||. 1 ||.-\.| ':"\.'.|||1
When Karae Cooney’s Rmily and Friends received
Ner  vitkions=—printcd o anlggue-gald  on
Feather-like paper—some called tosay haw reluctam
they were 1o break the seal and return the responss
cand; the invitations were just oo beaatiful,

“Nlaybe we should ot have sent such amazing
vitatiomns, Because we |'.|'.|_ rok received a decling
to date,” joked Cooney's father, Bill.
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